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Gender is currently a controversial topic, not just in the secular world but also in 
the sacred. Since the evangelical gender debate remains unresolved, Lee-Barnewall 
proposes a reframing of gender based solely on Scripture and guided by kingdom 
principles. Paralleling American cultural events to the evolution of the evangelical 
gender debate, Lee-Barnewall demonstrates how the secular view of individualism 
and authority as power over another has influenced the theology of gender.
Lee-Barnewall highlights two transcendent kingdom themes relevant to the discussion 
of gender: unity and reversal. Unity is most clearly exemplified in the Body of Christ. 
When members of the body forego their individual rights in order to mutually 
cooperate for the promotion of the one body they ensure that all members within 
the body are equally promoted (1 Cor. 12:12-31). The kingdom theme of unity is 
corrective to egalitarian focus on equality where the individual is emphasized above 
the corporate. Reversal is most clearly exemplified in the incarnation of Christ. 
Ultimate authority was not in being God but in being a sacrifice for his people. 
The kingdom theme of reversal is corrective to the complementarians focus on 
authority where position is emphasized above relationship. Lee-Barnewall concludes 
by exploring these kingdom correctives in the areas of ministry and marriage. 
This work is well cited and easy to read being accessible to both the layperson and 
higher academic. However, the brilliance of this work lies in how Lee-Barnewall 
approaches the gender topic. The methodology used to reexamine and reframe the 
issue from Scripture alone is seminal. The analysis and application of transcendent 
kingdom themes is similarly noteworthy. While Lee-Barnewall does not issue 
prescriptive behavior, she does lay the foundation for a reconsideration of present 
gender theology and, for this reason, this work is highly recommended.
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